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Mr. Stanley E. Morris 

Deputy Associate Director for Regulatory 
Policy and Reports Management 

Office of Management and Budget 

Washington, D.C. 20503 


Dear Mr. Morris: 


As was requested in the Office of Management and Budget Bulletin 
No. 78-16 dated 30 June 1978 entitled "Reducing the Number of Executive 
Branch Reports to the Congress," this Agency has undertaken a detailed 
review of all standing requirements for CIA reports to the Congress. 
Each reporting requirement was carefully weighed to determine if it 
could be simplified or eliminated. ? 


Our current standing reporting requirements are extremely limited 
but do serve valid Congressional purposes, are not duplicative, and do not 
impose an undue cost or administrative burden on this Agency. 


We appreciate having had the opportunity to comment on this survey. 
If I can be of further assistance, please let me know. 


Sincerely, 


Frederick P. Hitz 
Legislative Counsel 
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August 29, 1978 
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e Branch submitted more than 1350 


reports to Congress.. Most of these reports are required 


by statute while the o 
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BULLETIN No. ¥-/6 


TQ THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 


SUBJECT: Reducing the Number of Executive Branch Reports 
to the Congress 


1. Purpose. This Bulletin provides instructions for the 
identification of possibilities for elimination, consolidation, 
or other modification of recurring reports to Congress whether 
required by law or by request. 


2. Background. The President intends to make recommendations 
to Congress for simplifying and improving the flow of information 
between the Executive and Congress. The General Accounting 
Office is working with staff of Congressional committees to 
review executive branch reports to Congress and will inform 
OMB of reports it believes can be simplified or eliminated. 
Agencies have already provided GAO with summary information 
about their reports to Congress. These may be useful in 
preparing the materials now required. OMB will forward 

to GAO recommendations resulting from each department and 
agency review. The President will make his recommendations to 
Congress on proposals for change after full coordination and 
consultation with the departments and agencies, GAO and the 
Congressional committees. 


3. Material required. Material should be presented in the 
following format: : 


Statutory Recommended Principal Reason 


Report Title Authority* Frequency __Change for Recommendation 


*Date of original request if not required by statute. 


Material should be sent within sixty days of receipt of this 00 
Bulletin to Stanley E. Morris, Deputy Associate Director for . 


Regulatory Policy and Reports Management, Office of Management: = fee 


f Sauer 


and Budget, Room 10202, Naw Executive Office Building, ae aa 
Washington, D.C. 20503. : a The 


4, Attachment. Attached is a sheet Listing suggested criteria 
for use in review of Reports to Congress. 
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CRITERIA FOR USE IN REVIEW OF REPORTS TO. 
CONGRESS 


Possibilities for Simplification 

A. Consolidation of Several Reports 

B. Reduction in reporting frequency 

Duplication and Overlap with Other Reports 

A. Information provided to Congress by agency in another form 
B. Information provided by other agencies or the public 
Reporting burden and other costs 

A. Cost/Burden to reporting agency and other Federal agencies 


B. Cost/burden of information collected from outside the 
Federal Government . 


Uses | a 

A. Use to reporting agency 

B. Use to Congress in opinion of agency 
l. Original rationale for requiring report 
2. Is this rationale still valid? 


3. Is there some evidence on actual use of information 
by Congress? 
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BULLETIN NO. 78-16 June 30, 1978 
TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 


SUBJECT: Reducing the Number of Executive Branch Reports 
to the Congress 


1. Purpose. This Bulletin Provides instructions for the 
identification of possibilities for elimination, consolidation, 
or other modification of i xr to Congress whether 
required by law or by request. 


2. Background. The President intends to make recommendations 
to Congress for simplifying and improving the flow of information 
between the Executive and Congress. The General Accounting 
Office is working with staff of Congressional committees to 
review executive branch reports to Congress and will inform 
OMB of reports it believes can be simplified or eliminated. 
Agencies have already provided GAO with summary information 
about their reports to Congress. These may be useful in 
preparing the materials now required. OMB will forward 

to GAO recommendations resulting from each department and 
agency review. The President will make his recommendations to 
Congress on proposals for change after full coordination and 
consultation with the departments and agencies, GAO and the 
Congressional committees. 


3. Material required. Material should be presented in the 
following format: 


Statutory Recommended Principal Reason 


Report Title Authority* Frequency Change for Recommendation 


*Date of original request if not required by statute. 


Material should be sent within sixty days of receipt of this 
Bulletin to Stanley E. Morris, Deputy Associate Director for 
Regulatory Policy and Reports Management, Office of Management 
and Budget, Room 10202, New Executive Office Building, 


Washington, D.C. 20503. 


4. Attachment. Attached is a sheet listing suggested criteria 
‘for use in review of Reports to Congress. 
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Attachment 


CRITERIA FOR USE IN REVIEW OF REPORTS TO 
CONGRESS 

Possibilities for Simplification 
A. Consolidation of Several Reports 
B. Reduction in reporting frequency 
Duplication and Overlap with Other Reports 
A. Information provided to Congress by agency in another form 
B. Information provided by other agencies or the public 
Reporting burden and other costs 
A. Cost/Burden to reporting agency and other Federal agencies 


B. Cost/burden of information collected from outside the 
Federal Government 


Uses 

A. Use to reporting agency 

B. Use to Congress in opinion of agency 
1. Original rationale for requiring report 
2. Is this rationale still valid? 


3. Is there some evidence on actual use of information 
by Congress? 
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